SEND Local Offer – Ramsden Infant School
At Ramsden Infant School we pride ourselves on being an inclusive school and recognise that all children
have a diverse range of needs. We believe in removing barriers to learning, through high quality
differentiation within our curriculum. Although we recognise that some children may need specific
intervention to enable them to access the curriculum and reach their full potential. It is the role of our
SENCO, Mrs Pooley, to ensure that children with needs differing from or additional to other children are
provided for through careful individual pupil plans.
Special educational needs and provision can be considered as falling under four broad areas –
• Communication and interaction
• Cognition and learning
• Social, mental and emotional health
• Sensory and /or physical
At Ramsden, we always work in partnership with parents and we will share with parents, initially, any
concerns we may have. Parents who may be concerned about the progress of their child can make an
appointment with the class teacher or the SENCO to discuss progress and to establish whether their child
may need support which is additional to that provided in the classroom.
Once identified, children can be supported in school in a variety of ways. They may be part of a small group,
accessing a specific intervention; they may have some one to one teaching time with a member of staff. At
this stage, the school SENCO may complete an Early Help Assessment with the parent to identify the most
important issues and to draw up an action plan to address them. The Early Help Assessment process may
highlight the need for some extra advice or support, an outside agency may then be consulted.
Children’s individual needs are met through differentiated activities. Challenging, yet achievable, tasks are
provided to meet the needs of children of varying abilities.
We strive to keep parents well informed about their child’s progress. We have an open-door policy, as good
communication between home and school is important to us. Parents are encouraged to come into school
to talk about how their child is progressing. Teachers share information at parents’ evenings, open days and
through written reports. Parents are encouraged to support their child’s learning outside school. If a child
has an individual pupil plan, parents are always invited to contribute to the plan through regular meetings,
and then work on these targets with their child at home.
The well- being of all our children is of paramount importance to us at Ramsden Infant and Nursery School.
We can offer children a variety of support measures, including pastoral, medical and social. During the year,
some of our children will participate in the ‘Kidsafe’ scheme and ‘Helping Hands’ scheme, run by Action for
Children. They can access small supportive friendly groups led by an experienced practitioner. For some
children, Healthcare Plans are in place to ensure staff are aware of medical needs. We have a medicine
policy which is available to read. For some children, a higher level of personal care may be needed, such as
toileting support and intimate care. Facilities are available, policies are in place and toileting plans can be
written to support a child. Any kind of personal care is recorded and always shared with parents. The views
of the child are important, we encourage children to be involved with their own target setting and include
their ‘voice’ in the individual pupil plans.
We can access a wide variety of specialist services to support staff, parents and children. Speech therapists,
school nursing, health visitors, educational psychology and the specialist teaching service can all be referred
to when needed. We can also refer parents to the Children’s Centre, Action for Children and social care.
Referrals can be made by the SENCO or a team of appropriate professionals can be brought together
through a ‘Team Around the Family/child’ approach.

As a staff we have regular training in special educational needs and disabilities. Training includes sessions on
specific needs as well as disability awareness. Some of the training accessed recently include, Kidsafe,
Autism, Moderate Learning Difficulties and Speech and Language Difficulties. In addition, several our staff
have specialist SEND expertise and experience.
Our school is fully accessible for wheel chair users. We have toilet and changing facilities for disabled
children and adults.
Ramsden Infant and Nursery school endeavour to fully support children with additional needs joining us, as
well as those moving on to new settings. New children and parents are invited to visit our school and spend
some time in their new class. Children who are moving on to junior school can have extra supported visits if
needed and they often make pupil passports for their new teachers. The SENCO is responsible for liaising
with different settings, gathering all relevant information to ensure transitions are smooth and successful.
To help support our youngest children, our reception classes are kept small. Each reception class has a
teaching assistant to support small groups and individual children. Further up the school, individual needs
are looked at and resources are allocated accordingly. This is an ongoing process of assessment and
monitoring to ensure appropriate support is in place where it is required. We endeavour to include parents
in the decision-making process about the type and how much provision will be made available. Often this
decision is informed by advice taken from outside agencies, so that the most effective support can be
determined. All interventions are monitored through an assess, plan, do and review action plan, to ascertain
the impact of the support.
You can find more information about what the Local Authority can offer at
http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/cumbria/fsd/home.page

If you have any questions or would like to know more, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Jo Pooley ,
our SENCO

